Veteran Professor of Geology, Lalchand Govindram Gwalani breathed his last on 27
th February 2018 at his residence in Perth, Western Australia, leaving behind his daughter Shradha and wife Jyoti and a huge family of students, colleagues and friends all over the world.
He was born on 29 th September in the year 1945 in Nagpur, a city in central India. He was the youngest of seven siblings (two brothers and five sisters) and an avid reader. His reading list included geological journals and books on spirituality and religion. He was very fond of travelling and experiencing new cultures. In his free time he loved watching black and white classic Hindi cinema and enjoyed old Bollywood music. He did engage in writing poetry from time to time.
From a very young age he was inclined to all things scientific and excelled in organic chemistry at school. Professor Gwalani was one of the leading geosciences researchers in India for several decades, published widely in the international geosciences literature and acted as an Honorary Editor for international journals (see below). In both 1991 and 2006, Professor Gwalani was awarded a prestigious Gledden Visiting Senior Fellowship to interact with academic staff and postgraduate students at the University of Western Australia (UWA). In 1991, he was invited to the Key Centre for Strategic Mineral Deposits to work mainly with Professor Nick M. S. Rock, Professor David I. Groves and their students, and in 2006 he was invited to the Centre for Exploration Targeting to continue the work with Professor Groves and other staff (Neal J. McNaughton and Brendan Griffin). His invitations were in recognition that he was not only a world expert on the mineralogy, petrology and geochemistry of alkaline rocks and carbonatites, but also studied their associations with important mineral deposits worldwide. In 1991, when Professor Gwalani first visited UWA, there was little acceptance that alkaline rocks were important in the genesis of mineral deposits. Today, it is widely recognized that they are a key ingredient in the formation of many giant mineral deposits including Olympic Dam copper-gold-uranium, Lihir and Porgera gold, Phalaborwa copper-phosphate-rare-earth elements and many large fluorite deposits, including Speewah (Kimberley) in Western Australia and Amba Dongar (Gujarat) in India that were studied by Professor Gwalani.
He worked with renowned geologists in universities in Paris (Post-doctoral Lalou Gwalani was a spirited teacher with an exceptionally modest and appreciative nature. He attracted generations of students by his simple living and high thinking. He was honest in his teaching and research, and very zealously administered the responsibility of editorship. Until the final hours of his life, he worked very passionately. He was a well-known figure in the geosciences community, especially the people working on alkaline rocks and carbonatites, and made an important contribution to Indian, Australian and international geological knowledge.
